
Platon Rivellis 
 
The birthday of «Fotodos» 
 
People involved in the arts are usually preoccupied with issues other people consider unimportant or even 
incomprehensible. This is the main reason that, despite their possible differences, they tend to seek each 
other out, exchange views and combine their forces in an attempt to provide answers to their often 
eccentric needs and troubling questions. Thus, artistic groups are born. 
 
However, we live in individualistic times that do not favour teamwork and the formation of groups with 
common interests. The strong desire to connect with those who share a common artistic vision has led to 
the creation of groups with common artistic features thus overcoming the selfish nature of artists. 
 
Several years ago, namely in 1988, along with some of my former seminar students, we founded the 
«Photography Circle» club in Athens with the purpose of enhancing  the artistic culture of its members 
and to improve and promote their photographic work. What we actually wanted was to join forces and to 
feel the camaraderie of a larger group with similar artistic directions and goals. My seminars led me to 
many Greek cities. In almost every one of those cities, residents and students sought to create groups 
similar to the «Photography Circle». Success was zero to limited. The usual obstacles emerged; egos, 
personal ambitions, funding difficulties, lack of commonly accepted leadership, etc. Most groups resulted 
in stagnation and several were disbanded. Successive visits to Nicosia in the late 1990 and early 00’s, for 
seminars and exhibitions, resulted in the creation of a core of young photographers with related artistic 
views and similar aspirations. «Fotodos» began from this core, which I consider the most successful 
photographic group of those born in the aftermath of my seminars. I would even add that in some 
respects it is superior to the «Photography Circle» considering that it is not based on the leading 
presence of an older teacher and natural leader of the group, but is democratically coordinated by the 
whole group composed of members dedicated to the art of photography. 
 
«Fotodos» is celebrating its ten year anniversary. It is obvious that it has entered a phase of maturity and 
now knows how to deal with crises and bouts of selfish ambition. It is also obvious that it does not limit 
itself to simply existing, but it constantly tries to make its presence beneficial to its members and the 
photography-loving Cypriot public. This is evidenced by the rich inventory of its activities until today, 
among which one observes many exhibitions and seminars, participation in festivals and other events, 
circulation of books and planning of regular meetings, creating a photography library, as well as seeking 
new members and new talented photographers. Through the stylish website of «Fotodos» the outline of 
an attitude of respect for the existence of other bodies and views is evident. «Fotodos» also claims its 
own belief system in the denial of formal categorization and respect for photographic history and quality. 
 
In Athens we were fortunate to enjoy the work of «Fotodos» members over the past few years through 
presentations organized by the «Photography Circle» in the auditorium of the Benaki Museum. We were 
thus able to see the range and quality of the work of its members, to admire the personal style that 
characterizes the work of most, to highlight the dedication of the oldest and the enthusiasm of the 
youngest and to feature the camaraderie that exists within the group. 
 
The contribution of the Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education and Culture to the success of 
«Fotodos» was immense. It has never ceased to draw my admiration and envy, since we have become 
used to either indifference or opportunistic interest for years from our own Ministry of Culture. 
 



I wish to see the members of «Fotodos» to continue to increase, to renew themselves and always 
produce good photographs. And I wish I will continue to enjoy the photographs and praise the 
photographers. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ιoannis Υerou 
 
GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT OF FOTODOS 
 
Ten years of Fotodos. Ten years of creativity. This publication highlights a decade full of photographic 
events from Fotodos that enriched the cultural events in Cyprus.    
 
Fotodos began informally in 2000, when a group of photography lovers who had participated in Platon 
Rivellis’s seminars of art photography, began meeting and discussing photography and subjects related 
to art in general. One year later, when they were convinced that the time was right, they proceeded to 
create an art photography group called Fotodos. 
 
Ten years since, the association has managed to host numerous important activities, some of which have 
become annual events, such as the group exhibition by members of Fotodos. Ten group exhibitions and 
numerous solo exhibitions have taken place to date. In addition to the local exhibitions, Fotodos 
represented Cyprus either individually or as a group in photographic exhibitions in the Czech Republic, 
Greece, Germany, Austria, Italy, Luxembourg and the United Kingdom.  
In collaboration with other institutions, Fotodos hosted exhibitions of important photographers, namely 
Sebastiao Salgado  
(in collaboration with the Faros Foundation), Kostas Balafas (in collaboration with the Benaki Museum 
and the Hellenic Bank), Voula Papaioannou (in collaboration with the Benaki Museum and the Cultural 
Foundation of the Bank Cyprus), and Nikos Economopoulos, (in collaboration with the Benaki Museum 
and the Lanitis Foundation). Fotodos was also responsible for the artistic supervision of the Henri Cartier 
Bresson exhibition, which was hosted in Cyprus by Hathor Productions. A number of seminars and 
lectures related to photography, cinema and art in general were also organised. Fotodos also presented 
the work of its members twice in the Benaki Museum, following an invitation by Platon Rivellis. 
 
Even though Fotodos went through rough times during the past ten years, it carries on and its members 
still continue to create and produce work. Key to this success are the members of Fotodos who willingly 
offer their free time and hard work. Although most of the members are employed in areas not related to 
photography, they offer their time generously to photography, their common passion. This self-sacrifice 
and common love for their craft has forged the relationships of members in such a way that today Fotodos 
is stronger than ever. By sponsoring the events all these years, the Cultural Services of the Ministry of 
Education and Culture has played a crucial role in supporting the existence and success of Fotodos. 
 
Fifteen photographers, members of Fotodos, present a representative sample of their work produced 
during these years. The fifteen sets of photographs seem initially independent. However, careful analysis 
will reveal common elements that connect all the sets. This is by no means accidental since all the sets 
have one thing in common; namely, Fotodos.  
 
Elements important in art photography - like the transformation of subjects, the creation of contradicting 
emotions, the presentation of absolutes that do not allow the creation of any doubts, the abstraction and 
the disparity between failure and success, the hint and the mystery that can be created in a photograph- 



together or individually comprise the puzzle of a good photograph. The joy of the photographer lies in his 
or her ability to include in the photographs one or more of the above elements. We hope that the 
photographs presented in this album have achieved this goal. 
 
 

 
 
 
Giorgos Demosthenous  
 
GREETING BY THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 
 
I am delighted to welcome the publication of the photography book dedicated to the 10 year anniversary 
of Fotodos. In the 10 years of production and promotion of art photography through a variety of activities, 
Fotodos has established itself as one of the most important organizations in the Cypriot cultural space. 
 
Principal aspirations of the Ministry of Education and Culture include the interaction of the broader public 
with culture and the connection of Cypriot art with international events. Initiatives such as hosting 
photography exhibitions by Sebastiao Salgado, Costas Balafas, Voula Papaioannou and Nikos 
Economopoulos, organizing seminars and lectures with the participation of experts such as Platonas 
Rivellis and Giorgos Gerolympou, and participating in international festivals such as the Athens Photo 
Festival make the Ministry’s aspirations a reality. 
 
Fotodos members’ photos exhibited in the annual exhibitions of the Association, some of which have 
been selected and presented in the 10 Year Anniversary Book, reveal the strength of art photography, 
which has the ability to bring to life the everyday activities of place and people, forever preserving the 
moments captured by the lens. The photographers of Fotodos aim to capture unique and non-replicable 
moments; a glance, a face, the escaping expression that, being spontaneous, is a sincere view of the 
world. 
 
With these thoughts, I warmly congratulate the non-profit Assocition Fotodos for the work they carry out 
and for their entrepreneurship in enriching the Arts with this 10 Year Anniversary publication. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ζenons Sierepeklis 
 
GREETING FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF FOTODOS 
 
When in November 1999 I became aware of Platon RIvellis’s photographic seminar in Nicosia, I did not 



know him personally nor anybody else - apart from only one colleague - among those who finally attended 
the seminar. I remembered however that somewhere I had read a book by Platon, which I perhaps 
thought «is still in the bookshelves of my library». I indeed found it and realized with joy that a great part 
of the book was underlined. In the books that I read, I am used to underlining what particularly moves me 
and identifies my thoughts.   
 
This book, and also my long absence from any artistic photographic activity, made me decide to attend 
this seminar. I saw it as a good opportunity, a motive, to escape my inactivity. As a result of this decision, 
two considerably important events took place. First, at a personal level, my own path in photography 
changed radically since the seminar and second, it was the starting point which lead to the birth of 
Fotodos.  
 
Platon’s speech in the seminar was a revelation. A new virtual yet tangible world revealed itself in front of 
me, mostly black and white but complete with colors and aesthetic aromas. In just a few hours, Platon 
Rjvellis, revealed to me (and us) with slides and anecdotes, not the history of photography but the 
diamonds of this art and the most important names behind them. With the charismatic speech of a 
teacher, as he likes to call himself, Platon managed to not only awaken the sleeping photographer in me 
that weekend, but mainly released an idea and a need that appeared to be not only personal but 
collective.  
I knew from experience that a catalyst is always needed before any collaboration can begin. People 
naturally rally around an idea only to the extent that personal initiative is allowed. But life also taught me 
about achievement (?). Therefore, I left the initiative of the project to others who knew Plato before idea 
and thanks to their efforts the rest of us were able to listen and meet him for the first time. Early enough, 
after two or three meetings, I understood that the weight for the formation of the new club for artistic 
photography fell on yours truly. 
 
The initiative brought quick results because the momentum that had been created was still positive and 
alive for the first nucleus to be formed. Through good fortune, a friend granted me a space where later 
Fotodos created its first headquarters and housed its activities. There in the space of an old 
confectionery, at the end of 2000 in Walled Nicosia, on the historical street of Hatzigeorgakis Kornesios, 
the association for artistic photography Fotodos was founded, and today celebrates its 10 years of 
existence.  Along with myself, the first stone was laid by Ioannis Gerou, Menelaos Pittas, Michalis 
Theocharides and Photis Theodoropoulos. 
 
The bet had been won. Fotodos has not only survived, but during these 10 years has indeed offered a lot 
to artistic photography. It brought a new photographic quality and I believe it cultivated new aesthetic 
consciences, which in turn offered a new opinion on artistic photography. However big or small, the offer 
of Fotodos is not found only in the photographic contribution to society but also in what it has offered to 
the persons that it comprises. I value highly the fact that many of us, if not all, have developed between 
us great bonds of friendship. This relation, more cooperative rather than competitive, is an important 
internal success and is a basic component which has allowed the association to flourish in a spirit of 
coexistence and dialectic intellectual exchange. Under a uniting concept for photography and art in 
general, a common understanding was built on the base of different opinions and has been the mobilizing 
force of Fotodos. I hope that Fotodos will continue its artistic contributions for the benefit of others and 
ourselves.  
 
Hail Fotodos 
 

 


